Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging and Disability Resource Connection
2011 Community Input/Legislative Forums

Three Community Input Meetings/Legislative Forums were held in the Western Illinois Area Agency and Disability Resource Connection (WIAAA-ADRC) Planning and Service Area (PSA). Counties covered in our PSA are: Bureau, McDonough, Henderson, Henry, Knox, LaSalle, Mercer, Putnam, Rock Island and Warren. The purpose of these forums is to obtain public input and to hear from our elected officials regarding our upcoming Area Plan for FY 2012. The forums are open to seniors, their caregivers, persons with disabilities, elected officials and the general public. These meetings were held in: Henry, LaSalle (Ottawa) and Mercer Counties.
The   Illinois Department on Aging (IDOA) allocates federal funds for services for older adults, family caregivers and persons with disabilities. WIAAA-ADRC is one of those Agencies which develops and coordinates comprehensive systems of home and community-based services to enable older adults and persons with disabilities to live in the least restrictive settings and avoid unnecessary hospital readmissions and placement in long term care facilities.

In 2010, 18,640 persons age 60 and over benefited from our Older Americans Act (OAA) services. In fall of 2010, WIAAA became an Aging and Disability Resource Connection, already serving countless numbers of persons living with disabilities. WIAAA-ADRC partners with 33 agencies and continues to expand its collaboration with other agencies within the aging and disability networks.
Each Community Input Meeting/Legislative Forum opened with the Executive Director, Janice Stille, detailing some of our home and community based services and future budgeting concerns. WIAAA-ADRC leverages OAA funds with other federal, state, local and private resources to support community programs in aging. In FY 2010, expenditures for OAA programs in our 10 county PSA totaled $6,006,403 including $2,475,537 federal OAA funds (41.2 %), $269, federal Nutrition Incentive Program (NSIP) funds (4.5%), $907,228 Illinois General Revenue Funds (15.1%), $1,628,022 in local cash and in-kind support (27.1%) and $725,641 in voluntary participant contributions (12.1%).  
With the Governor’s proposed budget cuts WIAAA-ADRC is greatly concerned about the future of its services and the persons we serve. The WIAAA Board will ultimately need to decide where those cuts should come from using our priority services list. Much discussion ensued at these three meetings regarding where those cuts should come from.

Henry County – March 15, 2010

Citizens in attendance at this meeting were very concerned about the impact of cuts on services such as transportation. The worry has long been the lack of transportation in Henry County and if funding was taken from the senior transportation program many persons would be affected. In 2010, our transportation providers provided 78,600 rides to 2,231 seniors to access medical appointments, shopping, nutrition programs and senior centers. Currently, another agency in the county provides some transportation but has also experienced funding cuts so rides are limited. Many spoke up requesting that the funding not be taken from this particular service and that WIAAA advocate with its Board to keep transportation funding level, taking funds from another service such as Community Focal Point (Information and Assistance and Outreach) and/or Legal Services. The WIAAA Board will make the final decision based partially on suggestions from the community.

Participants of the meeting discussed ways to do transportation differently such as organizing volunteer programs which might be coordinated by the senior center, arranging for persons to go to doctors and clinics on same days. If a volunteer can take one person to the doctor every week why couldn’t it be arranged that three people could schedule their doctor appointments for the same date.
If funding is lost to the Home Delivered Meals (HDM) program it would have to come from that line item and there was discussion about how to reduce the number of delivery times without having to cut seniors from the program. Most of the expense of transportation is the delivery due to fuel costs. Perhaps a hot meal and a cold meal could be delivered every other day, cutting back on delivery costs but still providing that individual with 5-7 meals per week. Frozen or “sack meals” could be delivered along with the hot meal and while it is not a perfect solution to the problem, it would reduce the possibility of long waiting lists.

Some discussion arose regarding the elimination of the Circuit Breaker/Illinois Cares Rx program but because so little is known about its future not much could be said. Participants and staff were encouraged to continue to contact elected officials to let them know of their concerns and the impact its loss would have on both seniors and the disabled. People were reminded that certain low income individuals would continue to receive help under “extra help” and that WIAAA-ADRC would do everything in its power to continue to work with persons who would need to find the best Medicare D plan should the program be de-funded. Programs such as “Patient Assistance” would be utilized to the extent possible as well as programs offering drug discount cards.
Other suggestions included dropping both the car tag reduction and rent/property tax rebate benefits of the Circuit Breaker to help cut costs while keeping the pharmaceutical assistance portion of the program. 

Mercer County – March 16, 2010

The citizens of Mercer County seemed more concerned about what they would do if funding to their senior center (Information and Assistance and Outreach) was cut. 12,400 older adults received help through Information and Assistance throughout our PSA. 

Several people spoke up to support the fellowship and social interaction that their center provided them and the dedicated workers who assisted them with programs and services. 5,318 seniors participated in senior center activities and 127,032 congregate meals were served to 2,923 seniors in PSA 03.
It was discussed how senior center participation has greatly declined over the years. The seniors of today have different interests than those who came before them. Baby boomers are more inclined to stay active longer and require more challenging activities to entertain them or volunteer opportunities to keep them busy. The days of bingo and card games seem to have fallen by the wayside with Internet cafes and Wii tournaments taking their places. The Mercer senior center is open to change and has acquired computers for use by the general public as well as “Breakfast for Your Brain” educational sessions. Seniors themselves discussed how they needed to continue to consider innovative thinking in drawing in new participants while still appealing to the interests of its steady base group. 

There was discussion regarding the elimination of Circuit Breaker/Illinois Cares Rx with many concerned about what they would do without the pharmaceutical assistance the program provides. Citizens were again reminded by WIAAA staff of the active supporting role that WIAAA would continue to play should the program be eliminated, giving seniors and others hope that they could still receive the most reasonable assistance for meditations as would be possible. 

LaSalle County (Ottawa) – March 25, 2011 

Participants and some of the aging network staff expressed concern about cuts coming to their senior centers and services such as Information and Assistance and Outreach. They discussed how these services are critical to keeping seniors in their own homes and without them we would see an increase in seniors being “institutionalized”.
While legislators debate budget issues in the capitol several persons inquired as to whether or not these officials really have a grip on reality regarding what our senior citizens are experiencing with all the past and current proposed cuts. The seniors are our frailest and most vulnerable population, the backbone of our country, yet they seem to always have to bear the brunt of the funding cuts.
The day prior to this gathering the WIAAA Board had made the very difficult decision regarding where to take the proposed cuts. It was decided that Legal Services would be cut by $10,000 and that the remaining cuts would be split between Community Focal Points (cut of around 17%) and Transportation (cut of around 6%). There are proposed cuts to the Home Delivered Meal program as well, but those cuts would need to come from that line item. As discussion continued everyone was reminded that until the actual budget is released everything remains subject to change.
A provider appealed to WIAAA to consider giving technical assistance in rearranging services once the cuts are made. Many are concerned how they will continue to conduct business with fewer funds. The number of seniors who wish and need to be served has not decreased and they will still require assistance.

Pam Roth, State Representative for the 75th District, spoke about her commitment to providing services to seniors and commented on the current legislative session. O.J. Stoutner, staff person for Senator Sue Rezin, also attended the meeting and commented on Senator Rezin’s commitment to services for seniors.

At each meeting a brief presentation was given regarding the new Medicare B Preventive and Wellness benefits and the Senior Medicare Patrol fraud and abuse program.

